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Thank you Mr. Chairman for this opportunity to address the Interim Study
Committee on Education about early childhood education.

I am a

homeschool mother of three children, two of whom are Kindergarten age or
younger.

On behalf of my family and the Indiana Association of Home

Educators, I am here to remind decision makers that the number one factor
in childhood outcomes is parents.

A child’s bond with his or her family,

parents in particular, is a better predictor of academic progress and social
emotional well-being.

The earlier children are removed from the home the

less time they have for family bonding while increasing other stressors to
the child emotionally and physically.

Dr. Raymond Moore in his book, Better Late Than Early, said “what a child
needs most to grow well is a warm one-to-one relationship with a parent (or
parent figure) who is always there to comfort and guide him. During the
first crucial eight years, home should be the child’s only nest and parents
the teachers of their children.”

This is the basic working philosophy of

early childhood homeschoolers such as myself.

Four year-olds, in

particular, need to be hugged, kissed, tickled and cuddled.

They need to

dig in the dirt and explore their world with his/her parent. Bruce Fuller, a
professor of Education at UC Berkely, stated in a 2006 debate that “for
middle-class kids the quality of preschool centers would have to approach a
nirvana-like condition to present radically richer environments than the
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majority of the middle-class homes or home-based caregiver.”1 Enrolling
children in preschool programs through government subsidies is
fundamentally at odds with this philosophy. It sends the signal that
parents are somehow not capable of preparing their children for school.

We

know from the Homeschool Academic Progress Report of 2009 that children
taught at home by a parent with only a high school diploma score
comparably to those children whose parents have higher education. A
motivated parent who is bonded to her children does a great deal to prepare
her child for future academic and social success.

Similarly troubling is the effects early formal education has on children’s
physical and social emotional development.

In the last ten years we have

seen a spike in children diagnosed with behavioral issues such as Attention
Deficit and Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) according to the Centers for
Disease Control.2

Young children need to spend hours a day moving,

jumping, balancing and climbing to fully develop their bodies.

Time spent

in academic instruction often means more time sitting, not doing what their
little bodies are yearning to do: physical, active play.

A pediatric

occupational therapist wrote in The Washington Post about the testing she
did in a school for a friend of hers. Ms. Straus “found when compared to
children from the 1980’s, only one out of twelve children had normal
strength and balance.”3 It is also known that boys, in particular, develop in
s o m e a r e a s s l o w e r t h a n g i r l s . S o m e c h i l d r e n , e s p e c i a l l y b o y s 4, d o n o t h a v e

Barnett, Steven W., Fuller, Bruce, “Universal or Targeted Preschool? A
debate”, May 2006, www.educationsector.org, p. 10.
2 Straus, Valerie, “Why so many kids can’t sit still in school today”,
Washington Post, July 8, 2014.
3 Ibid.
4 Hanson, Jr., Roy, “Institutionalized Early Childhood Education and
Development: Background Issues”, Updated May 2007,
https://www.hslda.org/docs/nche/Issues/E/ECE_BG_US_041220_1.pdf
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the sensory systems or visual perceptual skills needed to succeed in a
f o r m a l a c a d e m i c s e t t i n g a t a n e a r l i e r a g e . 56 R e c e n t s t u d i e s h a v e f o u n d
children who attend center-based education at an earlier age have more
behavioral problems including aggression and lack of self-control.7 This
same study also indicated that the academic gains only last through 1st
grade, but the negative behavioral effects last well beyond the academic
gain.8 My practical conclusion is children in a home environment get away
with bad behavior less than those in an institutional setting. I only have to
watch three children, not eight to ten.

Perhaps kids believing mom has

eyes in the back of her head is not only useful for mom, but significantly
contributes to a child’s healthy behavioral development.

In conclusion, I ask you to remember parents are crucial to healthy, welladjusted children. Taking time away from familial bonding, physical play
and maturation for a slight boost in academic testing in the early years,
may not be time well spent.

Straus, Valerie, ““Why so many kids can’t sit still in school today”.
Hanson, Jr., Roy, “Institutionalized Early Childhood Education and
Development: Background Issues”.
7 Loeb, Susanna, Bridges, Margaret, Bassok, Daphna, Fuller, Bruce,
Rumberger, Russ, “How Much Is Too Much? The Influence of Preschool
Centers on Children’s Social and Cognitive Development”, Working Paper
11812, National Bureau of Economic Research, December 2005.
8 Magnuson, Katherine A., Ruhm, Christopher J., Waldfolgel, Jane, “Does
Prekindergarten Improve School Preparation and Performance?”, Working
Paper 10452, National Bureau of Economic Research, April 2004.
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